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Introduction  

In the following document, we will look to uncover the potential success of utilizing 
eportfolios with students in our school.  To begin, we need to understand what an eportfolio is 
and why it would be an important investment.  The National Education Technology Plan 
addressed portfolios in 2010 by stating, “Technology also gives students’ opportunities for 
taking ownership of their learning.  Student-managed electronic learning portfolios can be part of 
a persistent learning record and help students develop the self-awareness required to set their 
own learning goals, express their own views of their strengths, weaknesses, and achievements, 
and take responsibility for them (Atkins et al., 2010).”  

In this increasingly individualized society we live, eportfolios are helping to head 
classroom learning in the right direction, giving students the opportunity to develop their own 
understanding of creating content and their process of learning.  It’s a place where they can 
reflect and share their experiences and network with like-minded individuals.  It also helps them 
develop a positive and professional identity online, helping to build a foundation to their future 
online identity, which is becoming a more defining part of who we are.  As educators, we need to 
help guide students on the path to not only being successful in their schooling, but how they 
carry themselves outside the classroom on- and offline.  

Eportfolios are a collection of work compiled over time by the students, and shared in a 
way that an audience, larger than merely their teacher, can see.  Artifacts like performance 
assessments, multimedia projects (videos, podcasts), creative projects and anything else saved to 
a computer can potentially be shared.  As noted in the presentation by Dr. Helen Barrett, 
“Hands-on mPortfolio Development with iOS Devices” there are three levels to creating 
eportfolios: 

● Level 1 - Collection of Artifacts - assembling things together and displaying them on 
something to be shared with a wide audience.  

● Level 2 - Collection + Reflection  -  By adding a reflection to the content you are sharing, 
it gives a more personalized look into one’s own learning.  

● Level 3 - Collection + Reflection + Feedback + Organization - Goes even further by 
adding organization, and the ability to receive and reflect on feedback making these 
living documents of your learning even more powerful tool (Barrett, 2011). 

It’s important to begin at the lowest level and work with the students to model each level 
upward.  Providing support and coaching will help to make this a successful implementation. 
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Data Analysis 

Technology is best utilized on a regular basis.  As we move towards a seamless 
integration of technology into classroom instruction, we begin to see how technology can be 
used to enhance, promote and drive learning (Edutopia, 2008).  Having students create and 
maintain eportfolios is an excellent way to help students accommodate to the process of 
technology’s everyday integration.  These are tools that can follow them throughout their 
schooling, constantly being updated and reflected on, and a way for students to see how 
technology can be used to enhance their personal development.  
 

We see so many more students with access to this technology, meaning they can take part 
in this movement outside of devices supplied by the school.  While we still should try to provide 
our students with the tools they need, this access to personal connections to the internet is a way 
to bridge the gap of the potential lack of technology.  Students can share their learning on the fly. 
Personal reflection on learning at anytime and anywhere gives students the chance to understand 
their own learning process. Reflect and share.  Having them incorporate blogging with their 
ePortfolio takes this learning and self reflective experience even further.  Studies have found 
students’ experience with blogging and eportfolios to have a positive effect on their 
implementation in the classroom (Ahluwalia, Gupta, Aggarwal, 2011) 
 

Discussion 

The implementation of eportfolios should be done in a fashion aligned with the SETT 
model (Student, Environment, Task and Tools).  The SETT framework provides an 
organizational structure that enables all involved to participate actively and with confidence 
throughout the process (Zabala, 2005).  It is important to take the time to understand the 
undertaking of implementing eportfolios with students.  This framework will help to ensure we 
stay on target.  Slow rollouts of any type of new service or technology tend to be more 
successful.  Allowing one or two grades to undertake the journey first would be the best 
approach to this initiative.  The grades should be chosen by talking with the teachers and finding 
who would like to be a participant.  Buy-in from staff is vitally important to the success of this 
program.  Starting with just a few passionate teachers should help spread the engagement of 
these tools to the students they teach and the teachers that work along with them.  To begin the 
implementation, let’s take a look at each of the SETT steps.  Looking first at the students, we 
need to make sure they all have access to the tool, which our students do because of the iPad 1:1 
program.  Assistive technology is available through these iPads so student accommodations 
should be meet with relative ease.  It’s important participating teachers have been thoroughly 
trained for whichever service is chosen.  It’s important the students have support through the 
process, particularly early on while they are getting accustomed to the program.  Having a select 
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group start the program, helps lessen the load of stumbles one might encounter in any technology 
rollout.  This also allows students who have been using the program to provide guidance and 
assistance to future student users.  Student help desks have been a successful part of tech 
integration in many schools I have visited.  
 

Secondly, one needs to look at the environment in which the eportfolios will be used. 
Implementing eportfolios won’t require any new hardware or software, therefore it makes it 
logistically easier in terms of the usage in the school environment.  Access to the eportfolio tool 
might be more inhibited when it is taken out of the school.  While the eportfolio use should be 
encouraged whenever possible, it is important to understand the needs of students who might not 
have access at home.  This might be remedied by more time in the school building, before or 
after school hours, to use the school's technology to access their projects.  Teachers need to be 
aware of this internet equity when they are assigning work that requires access.  
The task that students are asked to undertake is to create an eportfolio that they will continually 
populate with work samples and media they create to demonstrate and assess their understanding 
of concepts studied.  It is important for both students and teachers to be eased into the process, 
expecting them to begin by producing media is unrealistic.  It needs to be guided and simple at 
first, while everyone is getting accustomed to the process.  Again, with a slow rollout to only a 
few grades, the issues become easier to overcome with future launches.  
 

As this initial trial period begins, we need to make sure we are constantly reviewing the 
tools being used to engage in this project.  With the tools currently available, the eportfolio 
implementation should be successful.  Students would find the use of laptops as the best means 
to complete the tasks required.  There needs to be regular feedback and discussion on how the 
technology is holding up to the needs encountered in this eportfolio implementation. 
 
 

Recommendations 

Let’s look into three different types of eportfolio programs that I have researched and 
recommended.  This will help focus the discussion on what service will provide the best features 
and functionality to meet the needs of the students.  

Recommended Eportfolios  

Google Sites -  

This newly designed and easy to use website building tool is part of the Google Apps for 
Education (now called G-Suite for Education) offered to students and teachers.  Therein lies the 
greatest strength of this service.  If students have access to this tool because their school is part 
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of these Google services, then this can be an excellent option for building an eportfolio.  While a 
student could definitely sign up for a personal Google account to gain access, this would not be 
an option for students under the age of 13.  While the GAFE service, if prescribed by the school, 
can include any student at any age.  Another fantastic part of using a tool like Google Sites is it 
can easily be continually updated as long as the students continues to have a GAFE account. 
Meaning that year to year, students can build their portfolios to reflect all of the work they are 
doing throughout their schooling.  So, if a student starts collecting artifacts early in their 
schooling, they will have quite the authentic collection by the time they finish their k-12 school.  

Privacy can also be protected within this service.  With the ability to set up their site so 
only other people within the school domain can access the site.  This can be a valuable option for 
students just starting their foya into the world of eportfolios.  

SeeSaw - 
Seesaw is a browser, iOS and Android enabled learning journal which can essentially be 

adapted to make a quality eportfolio.  The program is definitely designed for younger students in 
elementary school, and has adapted very well to schools that use iPads with their students.  It is 
especially exceptional for those programs that don’t provide younger students email addresses. 
Because their is no signup required and all a student has to do is scan a QR code to join a class, 
no personal information is being shared, thus students under the age of 13 can use this product 
without worry of compliance with Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). 
Seesaw gives students unlimited storage to create portfolios of their work by integrating with 
many iOS apps as well as the ability to take and store photos and videos of work (Karas, 2015). 
Students can begin creating repositories of all their work done in the classroom.  
 

I have heard many great things about teacher and student experiences with using Seesaw 
in the elementary classroom.  Of all the students and teachers I have talked to, the only ones 
receiving optimal utilization of this service are those that have 1:1 iPad initiatives.  In fact, I 
haven’t experienced the use of this service with anyone other than those iPad users.  As for those 
users, the love for what Seesaw offers is contagious.  Many times this service is utilized through 
word of mouth and not through a district initiative.  This is important because, by having 
educators perceive the utilization as a choice they make instead of a demand by someone else, 
they are much more likely to use it with fidelity and engagement.  Some of the key points 
addressed by users are they appreciate the ease of use, so much so that kindergartners can master 
how to use these within a short span of time.  They also recognize the fact that students can 
seamlessly turn in assignments and projects as well as store them in an eportfolio format.  While 
these portfolios can’t be shared with anyone, they can be a great collection tool for students to 
document and share their progress with teachers and parents.  As for the parent aspect, teachers 
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utilize these with regularity when it comes to parent teacher conferences, anchoring discussion 
on students’ progress and work.  
 

Parents also have the ability to sign-up for notifications about their own child’s Seesaw 
use, allowing them to see progress and documentation at anytime, and not just a few times a year 
during conferences.  Most of all, teachers share how much they enjoy this 21st century type of 
learning and documentation students experience while engaged in this program.  They all feel 
this tool is providing experiences younger students need when it comes to the utilization of 
technology tools, and gives them a basis for future eportfolio and technology integration.  

Blogger -  

Blogger is a dedicated blogging website creator.  While there is a large selection of other 
blog creation services available, I find this one to be easiest to use, and with modeling, can be 
implemented with students.  One of the nicest features of this service is it integrates with Google 
Apps for Education, and it can be added to a student's drive.  This is really only a convenience 
for signup purposes and not for its integration with all the other Google Apps.  It  is one less 
thing you need to worry about students needing to remember logins.  It would be made better if 
there were more of an integration available to documents, files and media that you have saved on 
your drive.  The biggest downside to selecting this program is its lack of privacy settings.  While 
a user can turn-on and off the comments, they cannot allow only some people to view their site. 
Once they publish it is out there for the world to see.  This can especially be tricky for those new 
to the world of eportfolios and blogging. 
 

Programs to support eportfolios 

Now that students have an eportfolio, it is time to fill it with engaging, problem-based, 
examples of students’ knowledge.  With so many tools available for students to choose from, it's 
hard to decide where to begin.  I will outline here a few of the programs I strongly suggest to 
teachers I work with.  

Google Apps for Education (now G-Suite Education) 

For starters, if you are a school lucky enough to be using the Google Apps for Education 
(now called G-Suite Education), then you currently have a whole host of interactive web 2.0 
tools at your fingertips.  Using any Google Apps enables one to make great artifacts for a 
students’ eportfolios.  Having students use Google Docs as their word processor to create written 
reports and essay writing, allows students to track the document all along the way.  With the 
ability to share with peer reviewers and teachers, in which they can provide suggestions and 
feedback through comments, students can digitally store the entire writing process.  They are 
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able to call back edits and suggestions from the past as well as have all the discussions 
documented throughout the life of the project.  

Nearpod 

Students would also be able to save content they create through the presentation program 
Nearpod.  Nearpod allows teachers to use or create presentations they can use with their class 
and create a more interactive format with Nearpod.  This program gives the presenter the 
opportunity to engage participants with a variety of assessment types like, multiple choice, true 
and false and open ended.  Presenters can add virtual fieldtrips, 3D models and link to any 
website they desire.  It also has a annotative feature in the form of “draw it” activities, where 
students need to add annotations and text to what is on their screen.  These can easily be 
exported and stored in a student’s eportfolio as reflection on the lesson.  

Explain Everything 

The last program I advocate for that is used to create content  used in eportfolios is Explain 
Everything.  This is a mobile application, so it is designed to only work in classrooms where 
students are engaged in mobile devices like iPads or Android tablets and some smart phones. 
This interactive whiteboard as it is marketed, allows users to record the screen annotations as 
they happen.  Students can record a narration as they caption the screen, providing them with a 
video screencast they can use to share their learning in the classroom.  It’s a great alternative 
assessment tool allowing for a more performance assessment type of program.  By utilizing 
Google Drive, students can save their videos and embed them into their eportfolio sites.  These 
types of videos and screencasting really provide a rich and authentic taste of their learning. 

Summary  

I strongly feel the implementation of student eportfolios would be a great service toward 
student achievement, engagement and self reflection both in and out of the classroom.  With a 
slow roll out in few classrooms, led by passionate educators, the program can fertilize and build 
a foundation to the future success implementations.  We looked at three different services and 
three different support tools that can be used in the implementation.  It’s important that through 
this process we are constantly reflecting back to the benchmarks that are in place through the 
SETT framework.  To make this process work, it has to be a team effort and support needs to be 
in place before anything can begin.  Let’s begin by building a team and collecting some 
feedback. 
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Resources Page 

The following is a collection of the resources with links that were discussed in this paper. 
 
Eportfolio recommendation programs: 

 
https://sites.google.com/ 

 

 
http://web.seesaw.me/ 

 

 
https://www.blogger.com/ 

 
Programs to support eportfolio use: 

 
https://www.google.com/edu/ 

 

 
https://nearpod.com/ 

 

 
https://explaineverything.com/ 

 

https://www.blogger.com/
https://nearpod.com/
https://explaineverything.com/
https://www.google.com/edu/
http://web.seesaw.me/
https://www.blogger.com/
https://explaineverything.com/
https://www.google.com/edu/
https://sites.google.com/
http://web.seesaw.me/
https://sites.google.com/
https://nearpod.com/
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